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	New Jersey Appellate Division rules that medical expenses arising out of a work-related auto accident are payable by the employee’s workers’ compensation insurer, not the auto insurer; are subject to a lien; and are admissible at trial in a suit against the tortfeasor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]On August 24, 2016, the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division issued its published decision in Lambert v. Travelers Indemnity Company, holding that if an employee is injured in a work-related motor vehicle accident, any recovery by the inured employee from the tortfeasor is subject to a lien by the workers’ compensation insurer.  The injured employee’s auto insurer is therefore relieved from the obligation to pay medical expenses that otherwise would be payable under personal injury protection (PIP) coverage.  Finally, the medical expenses paid by the workers’ compensation insurer are admissible at trial against the tortfeasor.
In so ruling, the Court held that PIP coverage does not alter a workers’ compensation insurer’s duty to pay for treatment of an injured worker.  The Court therefore remanded the matter for entry of orders enforcing the workers’ compensation liens in each of the underlying claims.
If you have any questions about this case, or about workers’ composition coverage, auto coverage, or insurance coverage in general, please do not hesitate to call Tim Smith or Jim Lisovicz.
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